are, London WX 6AE !

1962 (Mar.) Rolls-Ro;

Cloud I long wh se sin.

sion James Young.
Tudor grey e hide.
Recorded mige. 22,000. £9,950

1972 (June) Sfiver Shadow sin.
Shell with dark biue hide.

mige. 11,000. £9250
1972 (Oct) Sliver Shadow sin.
Sand over Sable’ with beol&e
hide, Recorded mig 2&“6

1970 %‘):e_) Silyer Shadow sln,
Dark e with grey cloth int.
Recorded mige. 40,000, £6,950

Amembet of'.the Dutton-Forshaw Group.

] , 1974 Rolls-Rayce Cormiche Convertible, Finfshed in deep
* maroon with beigs hids and belge hood. One owner,
! 1 B.900 mim £17,450

. . \
E " 1974 Wolls-Royce Sliver Shadow. Finlshed in larch green
" Liwith hlack Nide. Fittvd picaic fadles 1o resr. One owner.
“1 9,000 miles .. £11,850

1873 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, Finished In Le Mans’
blue over stiver mink with magnolla hide. Fitted lambs-
wool rugs, sunshine roof, headrests, 30,000 miles,

55 £9,500
1971 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow. Long wheelbass with

i Miviaion, Finlshed In velvet green with belge hide, O:
ownar, 15,000 miles ..... oo t‘n.z;;

+ 1985 .Rolls-Royce Sliyer Cloud 11l Saloon. Finished In
% black over shall grey with biack hide. 43,600 miles.

8 e e £6,850

w0 1854 Rofls-Royce SWver Dawn by Preestons & Wi
‘ebb.

3 h Floished In biack over allver grey with light bl

St A7.000 milss, e Teoitoen

~ Grosvenor
cream with red hide.

'HR.OWEN

17 Berkeley Street
London W1
Telephone 01-629 9060

*. 1827 Rolis-Roycs Phantom |
Body, Beautifuly

Open Tourer with Replica
‘restored and finished In

'DEBENHA.M

Luckiest
village in
the land?

lan Nairn

DEBENHAM, Suffolk. Pop. about
1,200. London 84, Ipswich 13.
Four pubs, two butchers, one fish
and chip shop. One haulage con-
tractor, one speclalised agnicul-
tural engineering business, three
antique shops, one, rush-weaving
shop, suppliers to the Queen, one
small department store, estab-
lished 1707. )

_Hey, what's going on? English
villages are complicated places,
but this one seems to be more
complicated than most. Let's start
again. Debenham {s./ half-wa
between Ipswich and the Norfol
border, in that magical part of
Suffolk which seems to be thous-
ands of feet high when in fact it
rarely tops two hundred. ’

Wide fields, wide skies, every-
thing pretty without trying to be.
As pretty as Layenham, but not
invaded and doesn't want to be.
Akenfield country—the * Aken-
field ” viliage, Charsfield, is about
six miles to the south-east. Giles
country too: his home at Wit-
nesham is nine miles away on
the Ipswich road. Debenham’s
i)ubs are Giles pubs, Debenham'’s
arms are Giles farms. Native
shrewdness. a hatred of preten-
sion: go flyontheswall into a
Debenham pub, and it will all
happen, eventually, Walk in bold
and bray “Landlord, a pint of
your excellent bitter,” and you
will get nowhere.

That peasant mould (I doubt
if they ever were peasants, in
spite of Akenfield) was finally
fractured in the war, The ghosts
of the Fortresses and Liberators
of the 8th and 9th USAAF are
still  booming around the
Debenham skies and overgrown
runways and control towers pop
up every five miles or so.
Today, British Lightnings from
Wattisham and American
Phantoms from Bentwaters carry
on the good work. 3 X

After the ‘war, decline; 'a slow

winding-down like the Irish
country towns west of the:
Shannon, And now, fingers

* Jackson will tell you.” But‘wiat

crossed, a balance {s eme!

secure both from further

B e e i A
A old Debenham—e:

in' its public transport, as Judith

"about the other ten thousand
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English villages? Many have been &

vlsua)% swamped' by
gince the

ing the countryside intact. From
Lincolnshire to Somerset, there
are bungalows all around-

are tidily away on one side; apd
the main street Is absurdly intact,
But swamped socially? I doubt
it.. The. incomers have restored

the population to what it would &
have been if farming still needed §

the workers that it did a century
ago. Better that than total decay.
And the  present
economic climate (
think we've neyer had it so’ bad,
read Akenfield) - is working in
favour of the villages. Fewer idle
journeys, more of cultivating
your garden.

The village is holding on to its
idiosyncrasies. That *small de-
partment store,” for example.
Henry Abbott Ltd. was indeed
founded in 1707, and is still in
the same family., A few years ago
it expanded info what you would
call a small supermarket, though
it is much more comely than most
supermarkets. People who would
have travelled to shop in Ipswich
or Stow (Stowmarket) now tend
to stay at home,

That supermarket was bulilt on
the site of a pub—at one tlme
Debenbam hed fourteen. The last
landlord, long ago, founded the
Debenham Brass Band, bringing
the instruments home on his
penny4arthing—all except the
:m?s drum, for which he needed
help. g

Inside the church tower there
are details of many bell-ringing
explojts. So what? Because
among the standard 5,000-0dd
changes, there §s a stonetablet
recording that on June 6th 1892
there was rung. 4 peal of -16,608
changes, in 10 hours 32 minutes
“being the longest time ever one
set of men have stood to ring
without rest."

That spirit, that sudden deep
surprise, Is still alive in Deben-
ham, One of the butchers sends
Suffolk smokecured ham on
special -order to London; Aspall
cyder house a mile up the road
does the same with its health
tipple. That was created in 1728
W’ Monsieur Chevallier, from

ormandy: .the original. presses
are’ &till® there. The old+ Stow-
market road is now a culdesac
leadmf)to one farm. It is also the
river Deben, not for a yard or

infiling’
war, the price of keep-RiE

Debenham has them too, but they 25

j1ill. be debate

BS -

i.England conference in Sepi
reci

Edited by Philip Clarke

1 ¥ ot
t The English village is a way of life. But for how much longer?

n the "Normans lapded, most villages were already old.
et many of them managed to survive almost another thousand
’.zgar.s, defying the malpractices of men and the onslaught of
{history. Do they now have the muscle and, spirit to withstand
jess-exuberant | the .encroachments of a highly urbanised industrial society?
though If you | What does the future hold for them? It is a question twhich
-at. @ Council for the. Protection .of. Rural
tember. Meanwhile some villages
on they . have -something to celebrate and, as part of
European Architectural Heritage Year, they are putting on
“their own village festivals startin
in Suffolk is one of them. As SCENE discovered, it'is a village

this weekend. Debenham

which has managed to avoid becoming a fossilised museum

piece or a suburban dormitory.

two, but for near on a mile: a
irlgen jungly tunnel more like the

azon , than the Deben. The
river, bottom is repaired in
summer, when the stream dries

up; ..
,.The vast pedimented hall of
the Ancient Order of Foresters
may now house antiques but the
newsagent’s noticeboard nearby
tells a different story. For Sale:
lh;a:ustm"s cage. Wanted: broody
en.
.2 1In the same way, the Festival
(June 18-22) is not going to be a
vast . jamboree; it is trying to
show Debenham to Debenhamers
If anyone else cares to.turn
they widl be very welcome indeed.
but this is a private celebration—
all the best ones are. Amongst
other things on the 2lst, there
will. be a steam traction engine,
an -throwing contest, and
dwu:gﬂgunking (which is a kind
of baseball played with a kitchen
mop, the dwile). The school
dirdreu have written a set of
essays which read like an up-to-
date Akenfield. And If you go
into the public bar of the Red
Lion, where it all happens, and
feel tike a game of darts, then
taken a {ood look at the dart-
board It is numbered in 5s,
10s, 15s and 20s; and the players
score on & cribi oard. . . .
Quaint survivals?. No. Just
Debenham doing Its own thing,
as it always has, It is a splendid

place.

This is
their life

Brian Jackman

NOTHING MUCH out of  the
ordinary happened in Debenham
last week. It seldom does. The
Red Lion darts team played away
on Monday and continued their
unbeaten run. On Tuesday there
was a rehearsal for the mum-
mers' play and a contest for girls
aged seven to 12 to choose a
princess for the festival. Apart
from that, just the Brownies and
the Evergreen Club for the over
60's in the Parish Room.
Debenham is about as deep in
the Suffolk countryside as you

can get. Seas of corn and cow’

parsley lap at the cottage door-

steps and the first you see of the

village is the , just

gli.mpse across the fields, a squat

o’ank? fﬂ:’m’ﬂb{ hedgerow
5 et

o Sra ler it isn't on the

ourist, trail.
* When I think of Debefham

what I see is the waterspl
Water Lane, and the mg“x:l}:

% What I hea.rdcn: el
e people, and above o
the old men, frail and bent now,
but men who once fought great
fist fights, went away to the war
and came home to work the land,
stamping out into the wide
Suffolk dawns with those huge

urs—tell you about
life in Debenham. For they know
it better than anyone.

Malcolm Bloomfield, retired
engineer, 84

1 come to Debenham as an
engineer when I was 21, There
was plenty of work. I hed to
gear the mill wheels with the old
wooden cogs. There used to be
three windmills and one steam
mill. Then came the first war but
I didnt goo. {fhey had me up to
the army but
mustn't take him, he's the only
one. who can keep the steam
plough goo'ing.

Things have wholly changed
now, When I first come here the
streets was al. stones. You
couldnt ' ride a bike on that,
especially on them Wymondham
flints, Sharp as razors, they was.

We should never have worked
Jike m-.&sed to. if Jt. wasn't for
the old beer. That modern beer,
that aln't good for nothin’. That
old beer was strong end good.
That was more natural. It put
more life into you. That was home
brewed. Eyerybody brewed in
them days because water weren't
fit to drink. Yes, we drank that
good old beer and we worked

ard. When things were done jn
my time.-they were done, and
lasted. s

Jack Palliixt, retired farm
worker, aged 76.

I've lived in Debenham for 70
since I were a little
ol’ boy. When I was about twelve
I left school and found a job as

a butcher's boy, Then I was a
hawker, selling cream, g'ahnﬂm
for the lamps, anythin'. Then I

became a hossman.

What I larned was kindness Is
the way to treat hosses, You
can't beat it. Kindness will goo a
long way with hosses. Well, in
them days we used to tarn out
at 6.30 and have a bit o’ food at
8.30, We'd work on till 11 and
then have our bait; that was
usually a bottle o' cold tes, bit
o’ bread and cheese and an onion.
Sometimes my mother used
make me a little ol' beef pudden
and put it in my frati—that's my

ey said blast you |

Jack Pallant: “became & 4
hossman ™ ) :

the hosses, clean
be finished about 3.30, The hosses
was all Suffolks. Beautiful hosses,

Has Debenham changed? It%s
changed a darn lot. They've bulit

40 or 50 little bungalows on about
A Ao Mg SRR Y
' Continued on
next page
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B . Veav character of village gardent. - Fuchsias and geraniums are though this is a bit pricey.
?' ] 5 ~ter a6, ey Rhododendrons and xexotties were ‘cherished both as pot plants on 2 bid of £15,000. Top price in the
'53&“"3.?’;' R h&l.r butcher and parish councillor. slow to be acquired because they the window ledge and by the village might be £40,000, for

were expensive and scarce. doorstep. Many will 'hnvAe ‘been ‘“{””d-ﬂ"“ _g]ou;:rﬁg’s%nvlee 4
w lants are we sure to grown {rom cuttings. Autumn splendid wi >
find h:rl| pDeb‘inham and other brings chrysanthemums, beloved rooms, an extensive garden and
local villages? Obviously climb- by gardeners with almast as much a pedigree going back into !(o
ing “ roses, often old pink or sfervour as the rose. Temporary sands of time, -3
creamy yellow ramblers, fragrant ' improvised sheiters appear in Debenham's * remoteness 3'
honeysuckles and on cold grey autumn to keep off the frosts. probably a saving feature. t
days the cheerful golden winter Competition is keen to produce gseems to have escaped the _md’y
jasmine. In spring aubretias the largest, the earliest, the other shocks that villages like-Jt
make a tapestry in shades of latest, the best. The race for the were exposed to in the )
violet, plum, pink and purple, earliest potatoes, the perfect rose, Sixties and early Seventies.
with the strong yellow of Alyssum the first peas or the largest those house-boom years a flood /U
sazatile and the white of peren- marrow is hard fought in many second-home hunters poured
nial candytuft.  Fragrant wall an East Anglian village. down the motorways looking fer

flowers in mixed array., polyan- p— 7 cheap places to do up, and<a
. THE.VILLAGE HOME

I've lived here all my life, and
my father before me. This house
Was built by Giles. Gooding about
180 years ago, o

E"‘ es and work in, You

Bage the sare fipiiband | - A general master butcher,
died n pacit o abbre that's what I em. 1 send a lot of
Tohn Griit eTen g i smoked hams to.London. Real
ftawing gives a splendid -
ﬂx‘)‘{ﬁ,“ w)utﬂ:c Is like. . —
treet
‘I5 the village, elli:kfrfv Gracechurch St,
ither halt demolished,
ndy ried

Suffolk home-cured hams, pickled
with non<hemical pickle and
smoked with pure English oak
sawdust. They're done like this
The pig is klled, chopped down,
shaped in hams and brined for
three weeks. Then out of the brine
into a sweet pickle of Barbadn
suger—that's very hard to come
by—and black treacle for four

L Aldous, saddler

thus, sweet rocket and forget-. flood of fm{ggloml: went ahepd
me-nots hold sway with. the of them looking for even cheaper
daffodils and tulips.. A  fine glaces ta do up to sell to second)-

ced— clump of Crown Imperial Py ome hunters.

Kc:nkéét b:nEl?;Tﬁhz?a;n;:t'i%st bl £ fritillaries and  the heavily- out ln Suffolk itself Is just a sh 4
to give 'em a flavour—for aboul 2 when he's not too busy. *You scented Madonna lily (Lilium to far from London to haelle
ight d UNT o dy b 200 buey. candidum). both rather fickle - caught the full brunt of the
¢ AV VlllAGE TRANSPORT could play hopscach in the street growers, often thrive in cottage *  second-home invasion. Th

1, hvays wear this coat. Ever = at lunchtime here,” he says, * but gardeos and languish in larger e WI s N that did come by-passed ,tHe
seen one like that> You won't e you leap' for your life first thing grander ones $ " Inland villages such as Debenham
see enother one. It's a traditional . in the morning or at half-past In summer there are superb and Framlingham and went
Newmarketcut master butcher's ever ©OMY five’ Even Debenham has a rush sweet peas, sweet willlame Beoe Robert Troo siraight 1o the ses. o orent
ma]l,v’ki hatve t‘h::: s‘,’fﬂ“}ly 5;'“"‘ hour.  ‘i'ar . ing popies, lupins, tall blue delphi- P is true now of people who retire

L ou're a 3

- to East Anglia: they tend to go
I SUPPOSE IF you put Deben- to seaside places like Southwold
ham on wheels and towed It 50 or Aldeburgh or farther up the
miles nearer London—or Not- coast inlo %lodolk where prices
tingham or Leicester, for that are lower.

matter—it would soon become a  Debenham’s one estate agent,
rich man's ghetto with an im- J. Clifford and Co. in the igh
placable protection society. As it Street, changed hands in April,
Is, Suffolk has so many pretty and the IWo new partoers are
villages that Debenham has enthusiastically selling the village
escaped being turned into an as a place for outsiders to move
expensive museum piece. It is to, They claim to be having some
still a real village, not a com- success. Other villages are gradu-
ml_algg{s' domig:ry. Debeal :}ly boigu: colonised by !lhe gka*(‘!
after, or a Sunday outing to the < : s Is also because Debenham _ of new firms moving into Ipswich,
The Deben Rush-Weavers was beach. you need four whgels. As @p }2;0 "gi:';ﬁ":rw e'“1§§p :n?f: niums, spicy stocks and clove- s a bit off the beaten track. Far™ un ever-expanding _commeyeial
started 26 years agoo by Mr Pip. Paddy at Shulver's Garage put it: f)"g hangr completely reliant on Scented pinks.  Lavender .and  from town, far from the sea. A centre, Woodbridge, I'm told. hes
ney and I've worked there all ™ If you haven't pot a car, you're Deben ; ; rosemary abound for the linen man_in Woodbridge summed it benefiled greatly because of|the
that time. When it started 1 buggered.” i the car: ] drawer, the bees and home-made up: T wouldn't fancy living new Post Office Research Station

; ” : N . - t pourri. there, stuck out in the wilds. J's  at Martlesham, But only a little
Jusdl t{!:ughtl, welllﬁnl hla'\.e abt;oo. Debenhams has never had a GARDEN poHollyhocks. il and stately in 2 long way_ from Ipswich, 16 of this influx has found its way
;n at was }l- ve Iﬂz‘" railway (there was a suggestion THE vlllAGE shades of lemon-yellow, rose, miles there, 16 miles back. People to Debenham. H
fere ever Jnne. started plait- nany”years ago that 2 light IS crimson and scarlet, are a feature go to Debenham for a day out,  Not that the villape has! re-
ing "°”]"d table mats. They \tehre railway from Ipswich might be ol of East Anglian gardens, either, 1o see the High Street and Crow's mained entirely untouched. Many
,"-P%c only lhiings I were tau% L feasible, but it never came to f against a cottage wall or a picket! Hall. The buy an ice cream and of the prettiest places in Suffolk
¢ rest I picked up from seeing anything). In the Twenties, the cen s o fence. Morning glories with their walk in the middle of the road.” have been disfigured by new

the others doing it. I always did nsport was th : Y A 2 ; 4
the basket handles, and still do. ;:g:_'g:' f,?,;': ?!{)g;r n?ode hii o: bright blue saucers, thrive in the Yet those who jive in Deben- housing development, both coun

i F sunny, relatively dry Suffolk ham obviously like it. They don't il and private, and Debenham is
Q}Q'usnﬁfnyau’? e L galls until 10 years ago. But the paSt ellmayle. The perennial pea, either move very often and houses sel- no exception. It has two new

o : Rex's tax service rtins a minl-
character then, a man_ of your a sunday bus for some of the local factory
uu]r; my time I've seen the horse e R wor:ers' o (O{h(hle: o VAT
sy e TR —— e DT
S m plou an e steam 7
threshing mﬁchlne. We had o udith Jackson-. -, bus at all." Last summelx; Bdast;;ré
pony-and-traps gooin' out from . bc°"““¢5.t serlv‘;;;t P{“ e,
Wle butehers . S FOR 430 RETURN you can get 2 Nec:ui:el s::"\l'ice lsgip:rated gy

People who live in the country bus from dreamy Debenbam to NoOV rivate company, Bickers of
don’t need 'a holiday.. Here is a sample the hcady delights of Coddenham oy ia ‘making
holiday. === 522 = Ipswich—but not after tea-time s e ol Just. 1€ 1t

: : and never on Sundays. If it's 2, ot \';‘p Suffolk Courty Council
{\Hss Ella Mills, rush-weaver., wild night on the town you're f‘.m have to decide whether to

jighter than any- pradually the car took over, Now ink or white, is another dom come on the markel When private developments, one fairly
o'nekel;e, We just do the "'5’;; almost every other village family Characteristic plant of this area, they do, the asking prices aren't ugly, one rather bettsr. New
,‘;‘,"si,.&‘,,',?ls"é’,ﬁa,‘f;gfgng }ﬁgf,t has a car of some sort.. Lanning Roper easily grown from a pod of as swollen by the promise %:&y t ?funld;qa “e l;acgsasg. ":'u\fﬂ"ﬁfi
"; ‘acres. But life's a little better 2 fire ne had o send his own DO¥ th'erc's fhrge ol us !u'll-u'm; De'gc):;hapl:\";iﬂ‘:-cl%edt r:,x:rsg:;}mjﬂ nﬂ:ﬂaﬁedgsi\'e a tremendous {)“r?g:é réelﬁ?{'&:rleh.én;n:my'ent yol; if ;ou:lgn%eo;h are :olng to be
for everyone now. ~+ .7 hosses down o haul it, i . ‘!vll’l% 3;;1 f:rx;tﬂcher&os:;% xlx?)lw Eopllah villspas hon eafaont TREES AND COTTAGE gardens yield of colour in record time. could buy » 17th-century couag; ‘a)::le ’t)nb::g:?n losa\(:‘ tl;cnr:. v:?:
P’auline Heywood, housewife. . I lost my father when I was do a bit in their own homes. frain, an infrequent bus, and an* are as important to the character flo'mseun?ld bfﬂl’”"fééi?.a:" n;:l’.;:} lar:hiallzv)l:b!}?g?\msstre:tn?:flt7 ;80 ; buey n:obedroo bungalows for
y ; i nine. ! ?'I haﬁ Nmeiert Yl - 1og Tngwn Debenham all my lncr‘c?smg depcndcn“c? o lac sar. of Debenham ‘sh},‘h o ::ﬁlh i,',:&': |al"§!pul: gaudy nasturtiums, love-  True, if could need £4.000 spend- - about £9,500 and three-bedroom
My husband and I have lved in RCSS a0d I well remember travel. life. 1 was born and grew-up ﬁ}fg b ;,';‘; Solorey Debente i ?{ %?::puerccil;ii; g Anglia [n-a-mist, with its feathery ruff of « ing on it to bring Mp to modern- _ones for around £10,500—reason-

¥y, > 3 i Y s

Petér Neave: “T send Sulfolk home-ciired hams 10 London ",

Debenham for three years, Mov. 1IN around the Fountryside In: {n %, .village just outside, called o - Z ‘Reeen framing eacti flower..frag- : standards, but .oullay .is” 3ble prices,-‘certainly, though
h"\:’e e ‘,’:5, m E: ﬁﬁﬁ'.'ﬁﬁ?’u{u”f“."mi‘; Jﬁx Wetheringsett, - I live-by ‘myself, L‘,f, f,fa{:'yeiﬁ":"s‘:::;m:,‘.k‘,{'_‘:: g'ﬁ;'w: ﬁg,‘?vfa;}%f,";;fdﬁﬁ;f:ﬁ rant tobaceo, l.b:dmpoweii marl . falrly modes Jor the‘ﬁﬁxtfsmnzl.“ ﬂeg e Ve ‘Eo;;: :’ep J; 1'152
be)gleng to{ an enormous family, Ut we had some, fup. . {d;eoﬁloe‘ i.n?ellg'efgq»m' and that'is pswich .for anyebut the ﬂmp some ‘old-fashioned varieties, the 20lds and calendulas.. Mgst .o Or you could buy a five- : to

5 eed and perpetuate thém. detached and modernised 16th- Debenham naturally ~tend
roses, movelty ‘hese s e TR ;m"s J0Fwab20.000. . nealer the old. . .,

heard if said that in the old: ™1 el remeluber- gosint 1o 1he ife for ‘me: hardy to do the journey regularly ' jjevitably newer _ oo
&s Debgnham used'to have this 5¢hool -for ‘bigger oys’ when I J!'"lmk%: o";n"g\#cl?l ﬁn{"&{%‘i{fi on {wo wheels, 3 00l g, -shoubsiperenoialy, . Jaburoums _Selves
- - J - ahan T.oeed ot @St Uttt




nola up these pascs, hall
open. Start from the
edges and work in, You
wi look up |
Debenham High Street,

from south 10 north. The”
left-hand page shows the
west side, the right-hand’ |
Tinted bn paris. b
3 n ut even
30  John Grimwade's
drawing gives a splendid |

ture of what it 1s llke. .’

®w Debenham the street

Is the yillage, luckil
neither halr emollnhtd‘. .
nor tarted 2
nf dmerinﬁ
Tevels, the handiwork of
encraflons of village
N enr.s‘ mi eralwgen.
shows where |

of the bulldings

B

"Peter Neave: “I send Suffolk home-cured hams to London "

six acres. But life's a little better
for everyone now. .

Pauline Heywood, housewife.

My husband and I have lived in
Dabenham for three years. Mov-
ing here was one of the besl
things we ever did.. It's like
belonging to an enormous family.
I'ye heard i |
.days Debenham used to have this
reputation of being a hard vil-

Jage. The young men were very

' 2
jealous of lheirtgirls. They would,

come out of their pubs on a
Saturday night and iremendous
fzhts would take place, There are
still one’' or two old men in the
village who, when young, would
Wwalk as far as Framlingham fo
a fight. You see, they had this
reputation, and felt they had to
ve up to it

len Aldous, 74, retired
saddler.

1 was born here 74 years agoo
and I think there's nowhere like
Debenham. think we've got
that character here, of being

friendly. Costi "

““When T was a little ol' boy
you could play in the street.
There was only one molor car.
That belonged to the doctor.
verything was horses In those
ays. We even had a hoss-drawn
Are brigade, and if a farmer had

{ said that in the old’

for:

A 4

a fire he had to send his own
hosses down to haul it °

nine. He had a hawker’s busi-
ness and T well remember travel-
ling around the countryside in
his horse van. 1 had toAhelg
the work a lot after father d;
but we bad some fun. - ae

"1 well remember gooin' to the
school for bigger boys when I
was seven. at was usruly
because the master was a small
man and he had lost control.
Then we had ‘@ young man come
with three -canes under his arm
and he soon took control. He
used to keep a length of perambu-
lator tyre and lay about him with
that if we boys misbehaved,

1 passed my exams at reading,
writing and - arithmetic and
because 1 had a trade to goo to
they let me leave school before 1
was thirteen, I was apprenticed
to a saddler. In 1913 1 think it
was, the first motor bus came to
Debhenham.

I was parish councilior for
about 30 years until 1 retired in
1863, Today I've got an old man’s
job; I'm churchwarden, 1 was up
in the church arranging a
memorial service for a very old
friend. And the thought struck
me, I'm nearly 75 end one da
soon we'll have to lay this wor
aside, and 1 wonder what the end
will be like. 3

Rt 5
I lost my father when I was

died;

DULCICL g gl il cindichitor,
I've lived here all my life, and
my father before me, This house
was built by Giles, Gooding about |

180 years ago. .-

A general master butcher,.
that's what I em. I send. a lot of;
smoked hams to.London. Real
Suffolk home-cured hams, pickled
with non-<chemical pickle and
smoked with pure English oak
sawdust. They're done like this:
The pig is killed, chopped down,
shaped in hams and brined for
three weeks. Then out of the brine
into a sweel pickle of Barbado
sugar—that's very hard to come
by—and black treacle for four
weeks. Then they are smoked—
it must be English oak sawdust
to give 'em a flavour—for about
eight days.

I always wear thls coat. Ever
seen one like that? You won't
see another one. It's a traditional
Newmarketcut master butcher's
coal. T have them specialiy made.
1 like to wear it. You're a
character then, a .man.of your
own. ]

In my time I've seen the horse
completely disappear; also the
steam plough and the steam
threshing machine, We had five
pony-and-traps. gooin® out. from
this butcher’s. . R 6

People who live In the country
don't need ‘2 holiday.. Here is a

holiday. - =
Miss Ella Mills, rush-weaver.

The Deben Rush-Weavers was
started 26 years agoo by Mr Pin-
ney and I've worked there all
that time. When it sterted 1
just thought, well, I'll have 2 goo,
and that was that. I've been
here ever since. I started plait-
ing round table mats. They were
the only things I were taught.
The rest I picked up from seeing
the others doing it. I always did
the basket handles, and still do
Mr Pinney, he said 1 always
plaited handles tighter than any-
one else. We just do the rush-
work here, not osiers. Rush
baskets, mats, chair-seating Right
now there's three of us full-time
and five ' part-time, mostly folk
who used to work here and now
do a bit in their own homes.

_I've known Debenham all my
life. I was born and grew up
in a village just outside, called
Wetheringsett. "I live by myself. *
I've' got a big garden and that'is
iny one faterest. - "'

The country is the life for me.
If 1 goo to Ipswich I'm dead beat
when 1 get back. I've no desire
to live in a town at all. I can
sit here .and .work and watch
what’s #ooin' “on about us out-
side. “We're not sHut ‘up’ in" Tour
walls, like a factory. IU's a peace-
ful life.

Gary French, 14, schoolboy.

1 live on the counctl estate and
I 20 to school at Dcbenham
Modern. It went comprehensive
last year. I've always Lived in
Debenham. It's nice. You've got
lots of friendly people and it's
quiet. You can go for walks and
play football without being
bothered. I'm an lIpswich sup-
porter. T go in every Saturday
they're playing at home. I only
missed one game this scason. I
Blay for the school team and the

ebenliam youth (eam some-
times. The thing 1 like best about
Debenham is the people. They're
so friendly, But 1 wish there was
a cinema or a swimminog pool.

as.
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' old-banger
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VILLAGE TRANSPORT |

you can get &
i)ebenham t

FOR 43p RETURN
bus from dreamy
sample the heady delights of
Ipswich—but not after tea-time

and never on Sundays. If it's 2
wild night on the town you're'
after. or a Sunday outing to the
beach, you need four wheels. As
Paddy at Shulver's Garage put it:
“If you haven't got a car, you're
buggered.” k ok WA
Debenhams has never had a
railway (there was a suggestion
many years ago that a light
railway from [pswich might be
feasible, but it never came to
anything). In the Twenties, the
normal form of transport was the
horse. The doctor rode his on
his calls until 10 years ago. But
gradually the car took over. Now
almost every other village family
has a car of some sort. e

The pattern of transport:‘in
Debenham is echoed throughout
English villages. A non-existent

train, an infrequent bus, and an -

increasing dependence on the car,
Bicycles and motorcycles have a
role to play, but in Debenham
it's a fairly small one, IUs just
{oo far to either, Stowmarket or
Ipswich for anycbut the most
hardy to do the journey regularly
on two wheels, g .

They don't drive grand cars in
Debenham, Apart from the occa-
sional Alfa, the hot favourite
seems to be the five-year-old small
family saloon, carefully main.
tained. The outlying parts of the
village might almost be called
land. The faithful
jalopy cleariy plays an essential
role in family life.

A 1948 Triumph 1800, bought
new from the village garage, still
does sterling service for the
widow of a retired doctor. Paddy
Shulver has maintained the car
from new; but he says that in
the past few years the pattern of
car care has changed a lot, “ What
with morizage repayments and
the price of petrol, people can't
afford to take their cars to a
garage to have them serviced. A
lot of them just haven't the
money (o pay what we have to
charge. So they do it them.
selves." .

They do, tpo. Outside the front
aate, mostly. or jacked up in the

rive. But Paddy’s not complain-

Bussing with Bickers of Codde:nhlm s e 3

i

- Ha'e eot mora than sanuch .

Cak s -/'."«" o
< % RS - g~
when he's not too-busy. * You
could play hopscotch in the street
at lunchtime here,” he says, “ but
You leap for your life first thing
n the momﬂl

five:! Even Debenham has a rush
hour.

to the car—or the bus,

L

Debenham nearly dido’t have a
bus at all. Last summer Eastern
Counties service pulled out

becausa it couldn't get a subsidy.
Now the service is operated by
A private company, Bickers of
-Coddenham, i
ends meet—but only just. If it
gives up. Suffolk County Council
will have to decide whether to
dip into its coffers to keep 2 bus
service going, or else  make
Dhehenham completely reliant.on
the car. . t

| THE VILLAGE GARDEN

Scents of
the past: .

Lanning Roper .

TREES AND COTTAGE gardens
are as important to the character
of Debenham as the architecture
of its church, shops and houses.
It is especially n East Anglia
that we find cottage gardens filled
with a profusion rof flowers—
some-old-fashioned’ varieties. the
_ inevitably: newer roses, novelty
shrubs,. perennials, laburnums
and the familiar llacs in May.
Then there are the fruit trees
with their wealth of blossom in
spring and heavy bounty of frult
in a good autumn.
The early cottage zarden lacked
sophisticafion, having evolved
from practical needs. Vegetables
_ were ossential: carrots, polatoes.
onlons, leeks, peas, beans and
lettuces would grow among black:
curranls, rhubarb and goosc
herries. There would be a clump
of mint for peas, new potatoes
and lamb, sage for pork and the
Christmas goose and
parsley. A few raspberries could
be tucked against the fence.
Mixed with these would be
clumps of flowers, usually with
horders against the house and
along the (ront path. In many
of the real old cottage gardens,
lawn was completely suppressed
in favour of produce.
It s tasc;?anmi 1o nloteuth:
opulanit certain plants,
ghr:w o! pale yellow or violet
auriculas, deep red paeonies,
scented blue irises, or 2 particu-

., Ing roses,

g or at half-past .

* Rex's taxi service runs a mini- -
{ bus for some of the local factory
. workers, but for the rest it's back

\ere expenssve and SCaree. .
What plants are we sure to
find In x’Delzmnhun. and other
Jocal villages? Obviously climb-
often b‘}ld ;;ml; ?\lt.
creamy yellow ramblers, fragra
honeysuckles and on cold grey
days the cheerful golden winter
fasmine. In spring aubretias
make a tapestry in shades of
violet, plum, pink and purple,
with the strong yellow of Alyssum
saratile and the white of peren-
nial candytuft. Fragrant wall
flowers in mixed array, polyan-
thus, sweet rocket and [forget-
me-nots hold sway with. the

daffodils . and tulips.. A fine
¢lump ~of + Crown . Imperial
{fritilarles . and the heavily-

scented Madonna lily (Lilium
candidum), both rather fickle

‘growers, often thrive in cottage

gardens and languish in larger
grander ones. - .

In summer :
sweet peas‘ sweet wilbams, flam-
ing Qpp!es, upins, tall blue delphi-

there are superb

niums, spicy stocks and clove-

scented pinks. Lavender and
rosemary abound for the linen
drawer, the bees and home-made

pot pourri.

Hollyhocks, tall and stately in
shades of lemon-yellow, rose,
crimson and scarlet, are a feature
of East Anglian gardens, either,
against a coltage wall or a pickclf
fence. Morning glories with their
bright blue saucers, thrive in the
sunny, relatively dry Suffolk
climate. The perennial pea, either
pink or white, is another
characteristic plant of this area, .
easily grown from a, pod of
ripened seeds. o

Annuals give a (tremendous
yield of colour in record time.
Some old favourites are swect
alyssum, blue lobelias, annual
larkspur gaudy nasturtiums, love-*
in-a-mist, with its feathery ruff of
green framing each flower.. frag-
rant tobacco, cornflower, mari- -
golds and calendulas.. Most of
these seed and perpetuate them-
selves. L.

rautumn_to- keep off th
‘the

doursiep. defy Nkl pdet Do
grown from cuttings. Autumn
brings chrysanthemums, beloved
by gardeners with almost as much
fervour as the rose. Temporary
improvised shelters appear In
X e frosts.
Competition is keen to produce
largest, the earliest, the
latest, the best. The race for the
earliest potatoes, the perfect rose,
the first peas or the largest
marrow is hard fought in many
an East Anglian village.

_THE:VILLAGE HOME.

Qut in
the wilds

Salaes  MOB % NG ekl Wa v
splendid with perhaps five bed-
rooms, an extensive garden and
a pedigree going back into e
sands of ume.

Debenham's * remoteness *
probably a saving feature, t
seems 1o have escaped the m:
other shocks that willages like-Jt
were exposed to in the I
Sixties and early Seventies.
those house-boom years a flood §f
second-home hunters pou
down the motorways Jooking {ar
cheap places to do up, and-a
flood of professionals went a!
of them looking for even cheapdr
Elacﬁ 10 do up to sell to second)-

ome hunters.

Suffolk itself is just a sh
too far from London to h
caught the full brunt of the
second-home i Th
that did come by-passed ,
inland F‘."“*%FS such a5 Debenham
al

Robert Troop

1 SUPPOSE IF you put Deben-
ham on wheels and towed it 50
miles nearer London—or Not-
tingham or Leicester, for that
matter—it would soon become a
rich man's ghetto with an im-
placable protection society. As il
1s, Suffolk has so many pretty
villages that Debenham has
escaped being turned into an
expensive museum piece. It is
still a real village, not a com-
muters' dormitory.

This is also because Debenham
Is a bit off the beaten track. Far
from town, far from the sea. A
man in Woodbridge summed it
u; “I wouldn't fancy living
there, stuck out in the wilds. It's
a long way from Ipswich, 16
miles there, 16 miles back, People
go to Debenham for a day oul,
to see the High Street and Crow’s
Hall. They buy an ice cream and
walk in the middle of the road.”

Yet those who iive in Deben-
ham obviously like it. They don’t
move very often and houses sel-
dom come on the market When
they do, the asking prices aren't
as swollen by the promise of city
money as they are in, say, Wood-
bridge itsclf. At the moment you
could buy a 17th-century cottage
in. Debenham’s ancieot _ and
amiable High Street for £7,500.
True, it could need £4,000 spend-
ing on it to bring it up to modern
standards, but the outlay is
fairly modest for the net result

Or you could buy a five-roomed
detached and modernised 16th
century _cottage for . £20,000,

T and went
straight to the sea. The same
is true now of people who retire
to East Anglia: they tend to
to seaside places like Southwold
or Aldeburgh or farther up the
coast into Norfolk where prices
are lower.

Debenham's one estate sgent,
J. Clifford and Co. in the High
Street, changed hands in April,
and the two new partpers are
enthusiastically seiling the village
as a place for outsiders to move
to. They claim to be having some
success. Other villages are gradu-
ally being colonised by the staff
of new firms moving into Ipswich,
an ever-expanding commercial
centre. Woodbridge, I'm told, hes
benefited greatly because of{the
new Post Office Research Stalion
at Martlesham. But only a little
of this influx has found its way
to Debenham. 3

Not that the willage hasi re-
mained entirely untouched. Many
of the prettiest places in Suffolk
have been disfigured by new
housing development, both coun-
cil and private, and Debenham is
no exception, It has two new
private developments, one fairly
ugly, one rather better. New

o bulldmf is necessary, of course,
“if a village is to stay elive and
if young people are going to be
able to afford to live there. On
the Debenham estates one can
buy two-bedroom bungalows for
about £9.500 and three-bedroom
ones for arouad £10,500—reason-

< dble prices,, certainly, ough

_ sales are very slow. People wﬁo

4 d6¥decide to live In a place like
Debenham naturally tend to
prefer the old.

bricklayers,

carpenters,

3, AUSTRALIA (/-
=D

occupatio

AUSTRALIA

Australia still needs particular skilled
and other qualified migrant workers.

Opportunities exist right now for:.

naltherapists,

panel beaters,
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lntroducmg the
Inflatable Package Holiday.

Haven't you ever longed forthe -

holiday freedom of a boat—without the
problems and costs of transport and
storage?

Then the Avon Inflatable is the

boat for you. No trailer, no mooring fees,
no extra garage space needed ! The
incredible Avon Inflatable can be stored
initsown little kit bag. A child can carryit.
And a child can inflate it in minutes, with
the powerful foot-bellows provided. But
make no mistake, the Avon is no child's
boat. It’s a proper family boat and much
more versatile than a wood or fioreglass
craft. It's roomy, stable and virtually
unsinkable. Avon Inflatables are used for
in-shore coastal rescue work. . . as assault
craft... hard-working yacht tenders ...
and on expeditions throughout the world.
That's how tough they are | And because
they'relighter they’re more economical on
fuel if you attach an outboard engine. You
could even take yourAvon with you when

- you're flying abroad on your next
" packaged holiday!

. Avon Inflatable Dinghy

: Foursizes from 8 ft. (takes 2 adults
and 2 children) up to12ft (takes 7 adults).

For fishing, swimming or just plain lazing.

Avon Inflatable Sporthoat

Speed, power and excitementin

seven versions, from 9" to 16' 6", The ideal

pleasure craft for fishing. diving,
water-skiing or getting places fast!

To: Awon Inflatablas Limited, /E170ST, Dafen,
Llanelk, OYFED Tel {055 42) 59171

mm send me your {ree 28-page calour brochure
givil factson the Avon inflatable range,
mmmcd&mﬂwnlmm

Addrass.

9
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Good company afloat

A8

Ucbenaam, Apart irom Uie occa-
sional Alfa, (he hot [favourite
seems to be the five-year-old small
family saloon, carefully main.
tained. The outlying parts of th
village might aimost be called
i.old-banger ~ land. The faithfu
Jalopy clearly plays ar\ essentia
roleé in family life,~ 3

»A-1948 Trmmrh 1800, boughl )
new from the village garage, still -
does’ sterling service . for the !
widow of a retired doctor. Paddy
Shulver has maintsined the car /,
from new: but he says that In .,
* the past few ﬁeun the paitero or
car cate has changed a lot. ;
with mortgage repayments au‘d
" the price of petrol, people can't
afford to”lake thelr cars fo ‘a.
. Rarage to have them serviced. A
i lot of them jun hlven't the

- money to pay what we ha
charge. . So‘y!hey do it lh go‘
selves.”

| They do, too.. Oulslde {betiont |
: gate. zwslly or jacked up in the
But Paddy’s not cnmplnn- '
ing. He’s zot more than enough-
to do. His family founded the
garage in 1904 and, apart for a
few years, Shulvers have owned
it ever since. It straddles the
road at the entrance to the
village, part of it housed in the
old schoolroom, where the book-
shelves and school doors are still
in daily use.

Like all village garages, he pro-
vides a bit of everything. New
cars, used cars, service, repairs,
advice about the lawnmower and
a chat in the middle of the day

[ty !udn.nll

[nen tuere
€ are tne Lrun trees
with their wealth of blossom in

spring anq heavy bounly of fruit |-

in 2 goog ay

K
sophisticatio ng evolved
- from practicaf needs: %legelablu
‘::ll’e cssenthl carrots, potatoes,
Totns, - ¥ peas, Beans and
ces would grow among black.
C“mﬂh rhubarb ‘and  goose-
l ml There would be a clump
of mint for peas, new potatoes

lnd amb, sage for pork -nd the
T Lo
raspher; encou
g. cied an!ml lgo Tence.” -
. clump. o! llow muﬁs:&‘,’y,dmbu'l
l n lgunsl l.‘l:e house and
alon, front path,  In many

ol e tnl old coltage garde
Was com,

In hvouro? 'Mﬂy #pp ‘:z
(o nou the
certain plants,- a
Nle yellow or violet
u-d paeonles,
€5, ‘or a particu-
ar rose. Plants changed hands
reely i a small village, and in
all probability the gardener at
the Hall brought home seeds,
cuttings or roots. The average
cottager did not order from
nursenies or garden centres as is
customary  today, so new
varieties were slow to appear in
smaller gardens. In other words,
there was always a time lag
between what flourished in the
gardens of local estates and those
of the villagers—a time lag which
helped preserve the essential

lelﬂg

-nurlculn
scented blue 1

Village festivals

DEBENHAM is one of 16 villages
in Britain celebrating European
Architectural Heritage Year. : This
summer cach village is staging a
festival (dates are listed below)
featuring local customs, traditions,
crafts and other events which give

icture of village life. They start
this weekend at loncsﬁeld xford-
shire, a true-yellow Cotswold
village

Somo are in fact small towns—
Upton-on-Severn (June 18-22) and
Appleby (June 26-28)—though they
may be smaller than many villages,
Some are very close to towns, yet
they keep their own character
lnlact Shincliffe (July 3-6) is next
to Durham, and Christleton (July
17-20) Is next to Chester. Easing-
wold (July 24-27), nonh of York is.
like Debenham, a decayed town,
and was vluully spectacular in
Xo;llmhm as Debenham I; in East

n,

Chiddingfold, Surrey (June 14-
15), is lue\ilabIK conpected with
London, and alle; f Lancashire
s!une 12.13), s equal ly attached lO
lackburn and Burnley, but both
keep their own counsel. Buckler's
Hard (July 11-13) is near the
Beaulieu Motor Museum. Combe
Martin  (Avgust 2-8), near Ilfra-
combe, has too many people for
three months of the year and not
enough for the er nine. And
Castleton, Derbyshire (September
2.5)—in the Peak Dhlrlcr slung
between Manchester and Shefield—
has all the pressures and enough
local industry snd nalunl resilience
to overcome them

Scolland has Luss (September
§7), on Loch Lomond, and Aboyne
(August  30-September 5) and
Braemar (September 8.14) in the
Gr:m?hns—loo close together, for

'd love 10 have seon some-
thing from Fife or the far North-
west. Wales has Caerleon (August
25-30), near Newport, which you
could ull the oldest village of ‘all,

becau:e e street pl,
s L “ng an h stil) that

Who%sin
the red

In the new 1975 Michelin Red Guide
that is. Tt's 2 detailed guide of where to
eat out and stay in Great Britain and
Ireland, with names of 2537 hotels and
1100 restaurants, .

514 p8es packed with upeful
information: addresses of garages;
town plans. and lots, lots more.

coltaﬁniarden llcked ;
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dentlsts, 4
electricians,
metal machini

moulders,
nurses,

forward the coupon be!
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L Australia still needs particular skllled
gt and other qualiﬁed migrant workers. 3

: }0pportqnitles exlst rlght now for:. . ..

medical practitioners,
*medical rad 1ographers,

motor _mechamcs, :

2  eers and

Please send me a migration application form,

bccupauon&ltheraplsts,
-< |“"panel beaters,

- physxotherapxsts

i il 7 plasterers,’ v L7
plumbers, ‘..- b S
qu antlty surveyors,”
socxal workers, '
speech therapists, -

lStS;

- welders.

~ 7-d.

If you have skills or quahﬁunons which Austta]la is now seeki
in the above work cate%onu and want an apphcnnon torm then fillin lnd

EE U

ow,

The Assisted Passage Scheme stlll operates for specml[) lpproved
applicants and their families.

To: Chief Migration Officer,

-16 Maltravers Street, London WC2R 3ER.

ADDRESS.
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